ANGLO-MALAGASY SOCIETY

Minutes of the Annual General Meeting

   held on 17th June 2009 at St George’s, Bloomsbury 






at 7pm

Apologies There were apologies for their absence from Jean Bloch, Harry Chichester, Joanna Durbin, Marie Gibert, Frank Hawkins, Geoff Jones, Klaus Neuberg, Irenée Rajaona-Horne, Mr and Mrs Peter Metcalf, Judge and Mrs Ranjeva, Geoffrey Tassinari, Nick Thompson, Sarah Warrener , Tsiry Wilkinson, and Peter and Mary Woodward. 

Minutes The minutes of the previous AGM held on 18th June 2008 were circulated and approved. 

Matters arising There were none.

Chairman’s report The Chairman reported that the year had been overshadowed by the tumultuous events in Madagascar and the worry that caused for all of those with links to the island. The Society maintained its belief that open and fair elections at the earliest opportunity were key to a return of stability. 

The Society had in the year held successful meetings with excellent speakers: Mark Jacobs of Azafady with Stuart Cable and Justin Moat of the Royal Botanic Gardens Kew at the joint meeting with the Friends of Madagascar in October; Colin Bird of Jubilee Platinum in January; and Stephen Wilkinson, the former director of Akany Avoko, in April. The change of venue to St George’s had been a great success and a major financial benefit. 

The Committee had been active in finding ways to appeal to new members, including improving contacts with other organisations, updating the website and introducing a dedicated Membership Secretary; and it would continue to develop this approach in the coming year.

Treasurer’s report The Treasurer reported a much-improved position for the year, including a small surplus of £200 compared to a deficit for 2007. He explained that the year still reflected the costs of holding meetings at Ognisko, whereas at St George’s the January meeting had only incurred a small loss and the April one a profit. The  subscription income for the year to date was already ahead of the whole of 2008, while  costs on printing and postage were well-controlled. There was a bank balance of £1,454 at the end of 2008, which had risen substantially since.

Election of officers and committee The meeting re-elected the officers of the Society, namely Stuart Edgill as Chairman, Chris Brown as Hon. Secretary and Martin Hampstead as Hon. Treasurer. 

The meeting also approved the re-election of the other committee members, namely Hilary Bradt, Vao Brown, Julian Cooke, Yvonne Orengo, Rupert Parker, John Rawlinson (the new Membership Secretary) and Sally Rawlinson, together with the Malagasy Chargé d’Affaires (Dr Iary Ravaoarimanana); the Chairman explained that the Haute Autorité de Transition had appointed a new Chargé d’Affaires but that this appointment had not been recognised by the FCO.  

Amendments to the Constitution The meeting approved several minor changes to the Constitution necessary to reflect the Society’s current practice, namely: under Membership adding a Student category, not limiting Corporate numbers at functions and removing the honorary membership for Malagasy students given the new Student category; and under Committee including a new officer of Honorary Membership Secretary. 

News update As the most recent newsletter had just been published, the Chairman did not provide a further update and said that the Society would endeavour to keep its members well-informed on events in Madagascar.

Future meetings The Society would hold a daytime meeting on Saturday 3rd October, with talks by Julia Footnick of ZSL, Brian Donaldson on the Small Grants Scheme and Oliver Backhouse on opthalmology. The first meeting in 2010 would be on 20th January with Kevin Rushby talking on pirates. The Chairman explained that the list of potential speakers was now rather short and the committee welcomed suggestions for speakers.

AOB There being no other business, the meeting closed at 7.14pm. 
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