At our first meeting of 2010, on January 20th, over thirty members and guests gathered to hear a fascinating account by the traveller and author Kevin Rushby about Indian Ocean Pirates. With great fluency and humour he introduced us to the history of piracy and described the curious blend of barbarity, courtesy and even-handedness that has characterized  these bands of marine outlaws down the centuries.  He then spoke of the settlement of  some of these colourful figures on the coasts of Madagascar and of his efforts to find their descendents. In this latter task he confessed to having been thwarted by a village sage's opinion that not just some but everybody in the locality was of pirate stock!  In consequence of Kevin's beautifully presented tales it is highly likely that on our next trip to L'Isle Ste Marie we shall be quietly humming choruses from “The Pirates of Penzance” beneath the palm trees!


