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Happy New Year!

Or as they say in Madagascar

‘Tratra ny Taona!’
Well-done Money for Madagascar supporters! Despite the tough times we’re all facing, once again you have rallied round to help our needy friends in Madagascar. This Christmas you raised –

£1,110  through sales of MfM cards and calendars and 

£1,610  through your purchases of Alternative Gifts.

Thank you ! 

So what’s new this New Year?

As promised, 2011 is going to be a special year for MfM and all our supporters. To celebrate 25 years of helping people in Madagascar MfM is hosting 3 big events. This is our chance to thank YOU, to celebrate our achievements and to raise some money to fund the next inspirational projects. The events are as follows:

· A celebration meal to be held in Swansea, the birthplace of MfM, on Saturday the 16th of April 2011, from noon. Please come and celebrate our successes and catch up on the latest news, over a delicious three-course Malagasy meal. The venue is: St Paul's Parish Centre, De La Beche Road, Sketty, Swansea SA2 9AR. The meal is free but you have to pay to get out!! Booking is essential. For information and reservations please contact: Theresa Haine  info@moneyformadagascar.org  01550 777535. 
· A Musical Evening with a presentation of Schubert Lieder and other classical and popular pieces, to be held at Williamson Art Gallery, Birkenhead, on the 11th of June 2011 at 7.30pm. There will be a delicious buffet and wine included. Tickets £25 in advance or on the door. Cheques payable to ‘Money for Madagascar’. 
For more information please contact our Trustees Tim and Bernadette King on  07811868040 or email info@moneyformadagascar.org. 

· A celebration and benefit concert staring the renowned Malagasy musician ‘Nogabe’, to be held in London in September. We are waiting to hear back from the Akany Avoko patron, Joanna Lumley, before fixing the date. Other guests of honour should include our Patrons: Baroness Glenys Kinnock, Lee Durrell and Hilary Bradt… and hopefully YOU! This event will be sponsored by Casemir Chocolates. For information contact info@moneyformadagascar.org. 

Enough about what we are organising! What can you, our supporters, do this year to celebrate this milestone anniversary of MfM?

· If you’ve made a resolution to get fit why not join Hilary Bradt who is celebrating 25 years of MfM (and 70 years of Hilary Bradt!) by running the London 10K race www.thebritish10klondon.co.uk and the 10mile Great South Run www.greatrun.org. Hilary is keen to get a team to run for MfM. You can certainly get a T-shirt out of it, and if you raise more than £100 Hilary will give you a Madagascar Wildlife Guide or new 10th edition Bradt Guide to Madagascar! For more information contact hbradt@btinternet.com.
· If running is not your thing, you could get sponsored to walk, cycle or swim, or perhaps in solidarity with the Malagasy we wish to help, you could challenge yourself to go without treats or even technology for a week! 

· If you fancy getting together with some friends, you could organise a social event, cake sale, film night, music event, quiz or plant sale…

If all our supporters raised just £25, for our 25th anniversary, we’d have £25,000 to fund new schools, wells, community forests and training for women and children. Imagine if you all raised £100, that would be £100,000! Or put another way……. 26 classrooms, 4 wells, 3 forests, education for 1000 street kids and training for 100s of young women!

To help you with your fundraising events we have set up a JustGiving site for MfM, http://www.justgiving.com/moneyformadagascar.

This site enables you to set up a mini website, to publicise your event, keep your supporters and MfM informed of your progress and process your online donations. If you’d like some fundraising ideas or want to choose a special project to support, please do drop us a line! Info@moneyformadagascar.org. 

Thank you for joining in our anniversary celebrations. We look forward to hearing from you soon. With warmest wishes from all at Money for Madagascar,

Irenée Rajaona-Horne.
