ANGLO-MALAGASY SOCIETY

Minutes of the Annual General Meeting

   held on 18th June 2010 at St George’s, Bloomsbury 






at 6.30pm

Apologies There were apologies for their absence from Hilary Bradt, Annie Morley-Slinn, Geoffrey Tassinari and Damien Tunnacliffe.
Minutes The minutes of the previous AGM held on 17th June 2009 were circulated and approved. 

Matters arising There were none.

Chairman’s report The Chairman welcomed Hayley Stebbing of the Foreign & Commonwealth Office to the meeting. He expressed concern at the continuing political crisis in Madagascar and re-iterated the Society’s belief that open, free and fair elections were key to a return of stability, while its thoughts were with family, friends and the Malagasy people. 

The Society had enjoyed a successful year with a series of excellent and well-attended meetings. In October 2009 there were talks on three important but more difficult areas, by Julia Footnick on ecotourism, Brian Donaldson on the Small Grants Scheme and Oliver Backhouse on opthalmology; in January 2010 there was an amusing and animated talk by Kevin Rushby on piracy; and in April Professor Marcel Hommel  spoke on the tropical diseases of Madagascar.

The Committee had been active in making the programme appeal to the wide range of members and had made the cost more accessible, and had invested in a new projector that would also provide future cost-savings. There were plans for a fund-raising winter concert and a sum of £300 had been allocated to an emergency fund for aid to Madagascar.

The Chairman paid a particular tribute to Hilary Bradt who had resigned from the Committee after many years of sterling work, and he had arranged a suitable thank-you present.

Treasurer’s report The Treasurer reported that the Society’s finances were in a much stronger position given the step-change in subscription income and the lower cost of St George’s, allowing it to cover any shortfall on meetings, which were not necessarily expected to make a surplus, and to pay for the projector. The Society’s accounts showed a surplus of £1,262 for 2009 compared to £200 in 2008, and it had finished the year with a bank balance of £2,716, up from £1,454 at the end of 2008. Subscription income was holding up well for the year to date, and the bank balance at end May was only £200 less than a year previously.

Amendments to the Constitution The meeting approved a change to the Constitution to include the position of Hon. Newsletter Editor as an officer of the Society.
Election of officers and committee The meeting re-elected the officers of the Society, namely Stuart Edgill as Chairman, Chris Brown as Hon. Secretary, Martin Hampstead as Hon. Treasurer, John Rawlinson as Hon. Membership Secretary and Julian Cooke as Hon. Newsletter Editor. 

The meeting further approved the re-election of Yvonne Orengo, Rupert Parker and Sally Rawlinson to the Committee and elected Daniel Austin and Philip Tierney  to the Committee to fill the places left by the resignations of Hilary Bradt and Vao Brown. 

News update With the most recent newsletter just published, Julian Cooke gave the meeting a brief summary of the persisitent uncertainty of the continuing political crisis in Madagascar. Hayley Stebbing spoke of the FCO’s concern at the lack of progress in finding a solution, as early hopes had proved unfounded, and expressed the UK government’s view that only a consensual and inclusive approach would achieve a solution, with the holding of transparent and credible elections.

Future meetings The Society would hold a special meeting in July with Dr John Murton, the High Commissioner in Mauritius and the non-resident ambassador to Madagascar. There would be a daytime meeting in October, with talks by Yvonne Orengo of the Andrew Lees Trust, by Ulrike Meinhof on Malagasy music and by Daniel Austin using his library of images of Madagascar. The meetings in 2011 would include a talk by John Foulkes, and the Committee always welcomed suggestions for speakers.

AOB There being no other business, the meeting closed at 6.50pm. 
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